· Mercury Science Facts
· The diameter of the planet is 3,030 miles
· Mercury is barely larger than Earth’s moon
· A “year” for Mercury is 88 days
· An Earth year is 365 days
· Distance from the Sun is 35,983,095 miles
· The Sun would like more than twice as big standing on Mercury than it does from Earth
· Mercury has no satellites or “moons”
· Mercury is very hot in the day: 752 degrees Fahrenheit
· Even though it is closest to the Sun, it’s only the 2nd hottest planet.  Venus is the hottest
· Mercury is very cold at night: -238 degrees Fahrenheit
· The orbit around the Sun is different than other planets
· Mercury travels in an ellipse not a circle
· Mercury and Earth
· Mercury’s gravity is 38% that of Earth
· You would feel lighter if you stood on Mercury than you do on Earth
· Mercury has a molten iron core, just like Earth
· On the outside, Mercury is a lot like Earth’s moon
· Lots of craters and wrinkled with ridges called “Scarpes”
· Mercury is a lot smaller than Earth, just a little bit bigger than our Moon
· Visits to Mercury
· Humans have sent to artificial satellites to study Mercury
· The trip to Mercury takes about seven years
· The Mariner 10 Satellite was launched in 1974
· It flew by Mercury three times
· It mapped about half of the planet and discovered Mercury has a thin atmosphere
· The Messenger Satellite was launched in 2011
· It mapped all of the planet – then crashed into Mercury!
· A their satellite named BepiColumbo launches in 2017 and will make it to Mercury by 2024
· This satellite will be launched from Europe, the first two satellites were launched from the United States
· Mercury Fun Facts
· The planet is named after the Roman god Mercury
· Mercury was in charge of commerce and ancient Roman merchants worshiped Mercury
· The planet is also associated with the Greek deity Hermes
· Hermes was the fast messenger of the gods.  Since Mercury travels so fast-it was thought the planet was Hermes
· People used to think Mercury was a star
· Eventually it was determined to be a planet in 1543 by Nicolas Copernicus
· Mercury has the largest man made crater in the Universe (excepting Earth of course…)
· NASA’s Messenger satellite crashed into Mercury last year and made a 50 foot wide hole
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Because of Mercury’s metal content and thin atmosphere, it probably smells awful!  Like rotten eggs.
