From Fresh Start NA

Motion: ____ To return the MAT format option to the Regional Meeting List.
Background
The ASC is supposed to uphold the traditions and support the groups in their efforts to fulfill their primary purpose, to carry the message to the addict who still suffers. Our group and other NA groups have chosen to use the MAT format to communicate to addicts who have been prescribed Medically Assisted Therapy that they are welcome to recover our group. Removing this option is directly against our Fourth Tradition. No matter how anyone feels about Medically Assisted Therapy, the ASC must uphold the autonomy of the NA Groups by honoring the Fourth Tradition.
From the essay in It Works: How and Why – The Fourth Tradition
“Group autonomy gives groups the creative freedom to find individual ways to carry the message. NA is made up of a vastly diverse assortment of addicts joined together by the strength of their mutual commitment to recovery. We speak many different languages and live in differing cultures; one type of meeting will not appeal to every addict who comes to Narcotics Anonymous. In order to reach every addict who may need our help and support the recovery of every member, groups have the freedom to vary their format and other meeting characteristics. Each group has the freedom to pursue our primary purpose in the manner it feels will work best.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Every group has a niche to fill, both in the fellowship as a whole and in the local NA community. As a fellowship, our ability to reach still-using addicts is tied to our willingness to offer meetings that are accessible and attractive to those addicts. With the creative freedom offered by autonomy, we are encouraged to seek the particular role that meets the needs of both the NA community and our own group. We are free to make each group the very best it can be. The vitality of Narcotics Anonymous is enhanced by each group’s willingness to find its niche and fill it.”
– It Works: How and Why, The Fourth Tradition, pp 111-112

Intent: To honor Narcotics Anonymous’ Fourth Tradition which is not negotiable.
