From Fresh Start NA

[bookmark: _GoBack]Motion: ____ To bring a motion to the MNRSC for action to return the MAT (Medically Assisted Therapy) format option to the Regional Meeting List with the description, “This meeting welcomes members who are taking prescribed medication to assist their recovery. This includes methadone, suboxone or any other prescribed medicine.,”
The ASC is supposed to uphold the traditions and support the groups in their efforts to fulfill their primary purpose, to carry the message to the addict who still suffers. Our group and other NA groups have chosen to use the MAT format to communicate to addicts who have been prescribed Medically Assisted Therapy that they are welcome to recover in our group. Removing this option is directly against our Fourth Tradition. No matter how anyone feels about Medically Assisted Therapy, the ASC must uphold the autonomy of the NA Groups by honoring the Fourth Tradition.
Intent: To bring a motion to the MNRSC for action honoring Narcotics Anonymous’ Fourth Tradition which is not negotiable.
Background
From the essay in It Works: How and Why – The Fourth Tradition
“Group autonomy gives groups the creative freedom to find individual ways to carry the message. NA is made up of a vastly diverse assortment of addicts joined together by the strength of their mutual commitment to recovery. We speak many different languages and live in differing cultures; one type of meeting will not appeal to every addict who comes to Narcotics Anonymous. In order to reach every addict who may need our help and support the recovery of every member, groups have the freedom to vary their format and other meeting characteristics. Each group has the freedom to pursue our primary purpose in the manner it feels will work best.
Every group has a niche to fill, both in the fellowship as a whole and in the local NA community. As a fellowship, our ability to reach still-using addicts is tied to our willingness to offer meetings that are accessible and attractive to those addicts. With the creative freedom offered by autonomy, we are encouraged to seek the particular role that meets the needs of both the NA community and our own group. We are free to make each group the very best it can be. The vitality of Narcotics Anonymous is enhanced by each group’s willingness to find its niche and fill it.”
– It Works: How and Why, The Fourth Tradition, pp 111-112


From Fresh Start NA

Motion: ____ To update the Twin Cities Area Service Committee Bylaws to provide voting rights to every NA member in attendance at each ASC meeting.
· Each service body should encourage all its members to participate in its decision-making process
· Freely expressed individual conscience is the essential element in group conscience at any level.
· The full participation of each member of the team is of great value as we seek to express the collective conscience of the whole.
· We all have the right to participate fully and equally in the decision-making processes in the service bodies in which we are members.
· The broader the base, the higher the point of freedom
Intent: To expand the base of the population making decisions that affect Narcotics Anonymous in Twin Cities and to make the ASC more attractive to newcomers.
Background
From the Twelve Concepts for NA Service – The Seventh Concept 
“Seventh Concept All members of a service body bear substantial responsibility for that body’s decisions and should be allowed to fully participate in its decision-making processes. The Seventh Concept is one way of putting the principle of group conscience to work in the service environment. This concept suggests that each service body should encourage all its members to participate in its decision-making process. By bringing their different perspectives together, we give our service bodies the opportunity to develop a fully informed, balanced group conscience leading to sound, sensitive service decisions. 
Our service boards and committees represent a cross-section of NA perspective and experience. Each participant’s contribution to the decision-making process is important. Determining participation at the group level is fairly simple: if you’re a group member, you may fully participate in the group’s decision-making process. Determining participation in the decision-making processes of most service boards and committees is a little more involved, yet the same basic principles still apply. Freely expressed individual conscience is the essential element in group conscience at any level. 
NA service is a team effort. Our service representatives are responsible to the NA Fellowship as a whole rather than any special constituency; so are all the other trusted servants on the team. The full participation of each member of the team is of great value as we seek to express the collective conscience of the whole. 
There is no firm rule about how to apply the concept of participation to every situation. In an atmosphere of love, mutual respect, and frank, open discussion, each service body decides these things for itself. In significant matters affecting the groups, a service body will want to ask for guidance directly from the groups. In the vast majority of cases, however, the service body will exercise its delegated authority in fulfilling the responsibilities the groups have assigned to it, disposing of the matters in the normal course of its service meetings. 
NA’s principle of spiritual anonymity is the foundation for the Seventh Concept. This principle points our fellowship toward a leveling of the individual’s relative importance as a participant in NA service. The Seventh Concept, with its emphasis on equalizing the relative weight of each voice on the team, puts the spiritual principle of anonymity into practice. Though we may not all participate in every decision made in our fellowship, we all have the right to participate fully and equally in the decision-making processes in the service bodies in which we are members.”
 – The Twelve Concepts for NA Service, The Seventh Concept, p 9

Intent: To honor Narcotics Anonymous’ Fourth Tradition which is not negotiable.

