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Tradition Twelve
“Anonymity is the spiritual foundation of all our Traditions,
ever reminding us to place principles before personalities.”
A dictionary definition of anonymity is “a state of bearing no
name.” In keeping with Tradition Twelve, the “I” becomes “we.”
The spiritual foundation becomes more important than any one
group or individual.  – 

What my experience has shown me is that my personal feelings do not trump what is best for the group.  For example, we were at Vermilion and Jim & I got into a very loud argument. I am sure that Jim felt he had a valid concern and I felt that I had to make him see things my way.  It resulted in a public display of anger.  What neither of us took into consideration was the effect of our behavior on the event.  I have no doubt that we painted a pretty ugly picture of the committee and certainly did nothing for the reputation of our service structure.   

As we find ourselves growing closer together, the awakening
of humility occurs. Humility is a by-product that allows us to
grow and develop in an atmosphere of freedom, and removes
the fear of becoming known by our employers, families or
friends as addicts. Therefore, we attempt to rigorously adhere to
the principle that “what is said in meetings stays in meetings.”
Throughout our Traditions, we speak in terms of “we” and
“our” rather than “me” and “mine.” By working together for our
common welfare, we achieve the true spirit of anonymity.
We have heard the phrase “principles before personalities” so
often that it is like a cliche. While we may disagree as individuals,
the spiritual principle of anonymity makes us all equal as
members of the group. No member is greater or lesser than any
other member. The drive for personal gain in the areas of sex,
property and social position, which brought so much pain in the
past, falls by the wayside if we adhere to the principle of anonymity.
Anonymity is one of the basic elements of our recovery
and it pervades our Traditions and our Fellowship. It protects
us from our own defects of character and renders personalities
and their differences powerless. Anonymity in action makes it
impossible for personalities to come before principles.
